THE TEN YEAR PLAN: COMMENTS
Moscow looks at the matter differently. In 1931 the
population had been increasing rapidly, housing conditions
were becoming intolerable; the Central Committee of the
Party took the first important step by issuing a decree that no
new factories were to be built in Moscow. In the following
year the passport system w^as introduced, under which nobody
was allowed to live in the city unless they were granted a
Moscow passport by the G.P.U. In 1935 the decree of the
government quoted in the last chapter took the vital
decision by fixing the ultimate population of Moscow at
five million. The city architect showed us a large-scale
map giving the ultimate distribution of these five million
people in the Moscow of the future, on the assumption that
each resident would by that date have fifteen square metres
of housing area. The map was divided up into districts; in
each district was shown how many new houses would be
needed; in the overcrowded areas how many of the present
population would have to be removed to other areas* The
daily movements of population in a fully developed Moscow,
to and from its work, were also indicated. This map shows
the state of affairs which it is hoped may be achieved in
perhaps thirty years,
The population is to be controlled by three main methods:
firstly, the control of factories. The intention is that no new
factories are to be built in Moscow except those which are
necessary for the production of goods for the population
of Moscow, and which for reasons of transport could not
economically be made elsewhere.
Existing factories may, if necessary, be extended; we saw
three large factories contiguous to one another, all in course
of extension during our visit. On the other hand, it is
thought that the output of many of the factories is sufficient,
and that by improved methods and with increasing skill it
may be possible to maintain, or even increase, the present
output while reducing the number of workers. Then again,
it has been decided that insanitary factories already existing
in Moscow, factories which create any sort of a nuisance,
are gradually to be moved out to a distance of 50 or 100
kilometres, residences for the workers being built at snch a
distance that the nuisance will inconvenience nobody.
An official of Gosplan told us that everybody was agreed
that the factories in Moscow must be kept down at all costs.
199